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goEast – Second Festival of Central- and East European Films Wiesbaden / April 10th to 17th 2002

For the second year, the German Film-Institute organizes goEast - the Festival of Central- and East European Films in Wiesbaden. For a whole week, between April 10th and 17th, the Hessian state capital will again be the place for intense experiences and encounters: with current and historic films, with filmmakers, scholars, journalists and the rising new generation of artists from East and West. 115 long and short feature films and documentaries will be shown: from Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia, from Slovenia, Estonia, Croatia, Serbia, from Romania, Russia, Kirgisia, Usbekistan and from many other countries. Among them there are brandnew films but also classical Dostojevskij-adaptations from Germany, Italy, France and Finland, as well as the European cinema of tomorrow which is being created at the film academies. We expect about 80 invited guests as well as 250 registered professionals.

“Turning towards the East from the West of the republic – this is also a program of cultural politics that is needed more than ever.”. This is what festival director Claudia Dillmann said at the presentation of the main items in Wiesbaden. Films from Central- and Eastern Europe illustrate very profoundly the daily life, the wishes and the fears of our Eastern neighbours and they encourage us to think about subjects like dignity, acculturation, poverty, identity and tradition. “The imaginary dialogue in the cinema seat or the concrete one with the artist, the colleague, the neighbour: It naturally belongs here in the West, in this prosperous Hesse with its internationally interwoven Rhein-Main area, in this state that lives of the communication with the rest of the world”, to quote Claudia Dillmann. It is the goal of goEast to make a cultural contribution to Europe’s unification here, in the center of economical creation processes.

The contest presents ten feature films and five documentaries from the last two production years, among them three world premieres, one international premiere and five first screenings in Germany. The contest films come from Estonia, Latvia, Russia, Czech Republic, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, Poland, Usbekistan, Hungary, Kirgisia and Kasachstan. Again, an international jury will award the „Golden Lily“ for best film (10.000 €) and best direction (7.500 €, sponsored by the city of Wiesbaden). Head of the jury is director Nana Džordžadze (“27 Missing Kisses”).

There will be a prize for the best documentary film awarded for the first time this year. Donated by the “Gemeinnützige Hertie-Stiftung”, it is endowed with 10.000 €. The documentary genre deals in an exceptionally impressive way with the transformation process in the Central- and East-European countries, the political and social changes that occur while Europe grows together. The award is part of the project „European Integration“, with which the “Gemeinnützige Hertie-Stiftung” supports the exchange between West-, Central- and East Europeans. Apart from that our media partner 3sat will buy and broadcast the award winners’ films on television.

At the screenings in the Caligari FilmBühne, the directors will present their work in person. In the evenings, after the last screening of a contest film, there will always be the opportunity for face to face conversations with the artists in the festival center Villa Clementine.

The college program, an audience highlight at last year’s goEast premiere, presents an extensive short film contest lasting three days. There will be three audience awards for college films – one each for the best short film, the best animation film, and the best documentary / experimental film. Of these three awards – each endowed with 750 Euro – two are donated by TaunusFilm Wiesbaden, one by MHB Mitteleuropäische Handelsbank AG Deutsch-Polnische Bank.

The following colleges and academies will take part this year: The Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, Faculty Film and Television - VŠMU from Bratislava, Slovakia; The State College for Film, Television and Theatre - PWSFTViT from Łódź, Poland; The Film Academy Baden-Württemberg - FABW from Ludwigsburg; The College for Film and Television „Konrad Wolf" - HFF from Potsdam - Babelsberg; The Film class of the Academy of Fine Arts at the Johannes-Gutenberg-University Mainz; The College for Design Offenbach HfG and the Art College Kassel (KH Kassel).

The three short film programs give the audience an opportunity to see, compare and rate the talented artists’ works. On Saturday, April 13th, the last college program will be followed by the award ceremony and a party.In addition, members of the EU-program Eureka Audiovisuel inform about training opportunities and support offered by European organisations. Date: Saturday, April 13th, 10.30 am, Villa Clementine.

Like last year another pillar of goEast are several days of symposium. This year the festival could win the “Allianz-Kulturstiftung” for the support of the symposium. The symposium is dedicated to the “Subversions of the Surreal” in the Central- and East European film. In addition, the “Allianz-Kulturstiftung” makes possible a publication about the symposium, appearing in autumn. Under the direction of Hans-Joachim Schlegel the symposium will deal with connections between film esthetics and politics. It offers a place for lectures and discussions with speakers form different scientific fields and is accompanied by an extensive film program. Three short film programs will present works by István Szabó, Roman Polański or Jan Švankmajer – all of them well known in the West – are presented as well as films from largely unknown directors. Among the twelve feature films there are works by directors like Dovženko, Jakubisko, Kolski, Ovčarov or Illenko, the films dating from the twenties up to today. The symposium will open with a short film program in the presence of our guest celebrity István Szabó (Sunday, april 14th, 6 pm), who is also presenting his new film “Taking Sides” at 2 pm.

Being dedicated to film adaptations of Alexandr Puškin’s works last year, this time the retrospective focuses on Fjodor Michailovič Dostojevskij (1821-1881). During his first journey to Western Europe in the summer of 1862, Dostojevskij visited Wiesbaden for the first time, though only for a day. It is rumoured that it was in the casino of Wiesbaden, that he developed his gambling habit. He was obsessed by gambling for nearly a decade, the side-effects of which humiliated and depressed him but also set free creative bouts. And – as the Dostojevskij-research found out – it was in Wiesbaden that he finally overcame his habit during his last visit in 1871. The retrospective covers films from all periods of his work, ranging from „White Nights“ (1848) via „Crime and Punishment“ (1866) to „The Brothers Karamazov“ (1879/80). Of special appeal is the comparison of different adaptations of the same original, like Luchino Visconti’s “Le notti bianche” with Robert Bresson’s “Quatre nuits d’un rêveur”. All in all 14 film adaptations will be shown, e.g. by Aki Kaurismäki, Robert Wiene, Robert Siodmak and Fedor Ozep.

Two special events are connected with the retrospective: Theologian and psychotherapist Eugen Drewermann will hold a matinee on Sunday April 14th at 11 am, where he speaks about Dostojevskij. And, in cooperation with goEast and the “Wiesbaden Literaturhaus”, the FACTtheater confronts Albert Camus’ adaptation of “The Possessed” with Andrzej Wajdas film “Les possédés” in a scenic lecture (Saturday, april 13th, 1.30 pm, Caligari).

Another goEast special: The compilation film “Flowers of Occupation” (Russia, 2001) uses material from the federal Russian film archive Gosfilmofond, which hasn’t been seen in Germany for a long time. The film works partly with footage shot by newsreel-cameramen of the Hitler-regime, which was intended for propaganda and shows for example scenes of deportation and forced labourer recruitments as well as images from the Lvow ghetto during the German occupation of the Soviet Union. GoEast presents this film in cooperation with Gosfilmofond, Moscow, and the Fritz-Bauer-Institute in Frankfurt. 

Date: April, 12th , 13.30 o’clock, Caligari.

Organizer:

Deutsches Filminstitut – DIF

Schaumainkai 41

60596 Frankfurt

Tel: 069/ 66 37 29 46 / Fax: 069/ 66 37 29 47

E-mail: info@filmfestival-goeast.de / Internet: www.filmfestival-goeast.de
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