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Frankfurt/Wiesbaden, 3rd April 2002

PRESS RELEASE

Beyond the barriers of the mind

goEast – Second Festival of Central and East European Films Wiesbaden from 10th to 17th April 2002
The time has come: next Wednesday, 10th April, goEast, the Festival of Central and East European Films, will be taking place for the second time in Wiesbaden.  From East and West, 320 visitors from the film-making world have already said they will be coming (journalists, directors, distributors, producers, politicians, film historians) and some 5,000 visitors are expected when the German Film Institute Frankfurt - DIF - yet again opens a window to the east until the 17th April.  In the categories of Contest, College film, Symposium and Retrospectives, a total of 115 long and short feature films from Central and Eastern Europe will be on view, including 3 world, 1 international and 5 German premières, parallel to historical classics from the European film-making world and unknown film material from the archives.    

goEast seeks to create an exciting platform for in-depth cultural exchange between East and West.  The importance of such opportunities in presenting a country’s own culture is underlined by the visit to the Festival of the Minister of Cultural Affairs from the Republic of Macedonia,  Ganka Samoilovska-Cvetanova, who will be heading a delegation from Skopje to attend the world première of the Macedonian film  “Joy of Life“. This is one of five documentaries that will be competing in the Contest category for the Special Documentary Award with prize-money of 10,000 € sponsored by the Hertie Foundation. The decision on this, as well as on the Award for the Best Film with prize-money of 7,500 € will be taken by an international Jury. Alongside the film director Nana Džordžadze from Georgia (Chair), members of the Jury are Slovenian Director Milan Ljubič, the Hungarian Producer József Berger, Director of the Warsaw Film Festival, Stefan Laudyn and the German Producer Daniel Zuta. The directors of the 10 feature and 5 documentary films in the Contest category are here and will be speaking briefly about their work at the cinema and later on, in greater detail, at the Festival Center, Villa Clementine.   
Because the Festival links the aspect of current film making in the countries of central and eastern Europe to a view of past and future, it will yet again be presenting the young talents from East and West. Under the College Program, students from film colleges, such as in Polish Lodz and Slovakian Bratislava, as well as from Babelsberg, Ludwigsburg, Kassel, Mainz and Offenbach will be introducing their work. In three short feature programs, tomorrow’s film directors show their documentaries and experimental films, their short features and animation films, opening the door to international comparison. Here the audience is the jury (prizes of 750 € for each category), and it is for these jurors that the party at the “Caligari” will be thrown as sequel to the last College Film Program (Saturday, 13th April starting at 22 h).

One of the main points of the Festival is to provide support for the young film-makers of tomorrow.  The EU program Eureka Audiovisuel, involved for the first time this year in goEast, has the same approach. Founded in 1989, Eureka Audiovisuel, mainly serves as coordinator for central and eastern European countries, setting accents there on higher education, information and the exchange of ideas and experience. The information event initiated by  Eureka Audiovisuel   “Pan-European Film Making Today” takes place on Saturday, 13th April at 10.30h at the Festival Center, Villa Clementine.  It is directed at students from film colleges and in fact anyone who is interested. The following experts from European networks and organizations will be giving information about the openings for higher education and sponsoring: Walter Lerouge, Executiv​e Director Audivisuel Eureka and member of Eurimages, Brussels; Raymond Ravar, Honorary Director of EAVE (Les Entrepreneurs de l’Audiovisuel Européen), the „INSAS film school“ and the „International Association of Film & Television Schools CILECT“, Brussels; Paul Pauwels, President of the European Documentary Network (EDN) and Head of the company Periscope Productions, Brussels; Judith Johannes, Expert on Training Projects MEDIA+ Programme, Brussels, as well as Sebastian Popp, Managing Director of eDit and dDit: education, Frankfurt/Main.
The Minister for Cultural Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia,  Ganka Samoilovska-Cvetanova, also President of  Eureka-Audiovisuel for the year 2002, will be holding a Press Conference on Saturday 13th April at 10.00h at  Villa Clementine on the subject of “Rebuilding and Integrating  the southern and eastern European Film Industry”.  

Four other Program Highlights are particularly worthy of mention:

Oscar prize winner István Szábo („Mephisto“, „Oberst Redl“) will be among those opening the  Symposium “Subversions of the Surreal in the Central and Eastern European film“  on Sunday 14th April at 18.00 h. Prior to this, at 14.00 h, he will be presenting his latest film, already winner of multiple awards, “Taking Sides – der Fall Furtwängler”.

During the sixties, the Hungarian director made deft use of the surreal and the absurd to bring over his ideas. Does the familiarity the director has with his audience still exist, making for a concerted unraveling of the    film code? Is there a future at all for this film language so  characteristic of central Europe?   István Szábo is sceptical.  The short feature films of his and of Polanski and Švankmajer, to mention but a few, are, however, absolutely enchanting.

In all, the film program at the Symposium sponsored by the Allianz Cultural Foundation will be showing 27 short features and 11 long feature films from the twenties through to the most recent of productions. There will be lectures and discussion rounds on the “Subversions of the Surreal” featuring six film experts under the chairmanship of Dr. Hans-Joachim Schlegel, starting on Monday 15th April at 9.30h at the Wiesbaden Kurhaus. Entrance is free and anyone interested is most welcome.  
The sector Retrospectives of goEast concentrates on film adaptations of the works of Fjodor Michailovitsch Dosto​jev​skij (1821-1881); 13 films in all, including the productions of  Luchino Visconti and Robert Bresson, Aki Kaurismäki and Robert Siodmak, Fedor Ozep and Robert Wiene.  A scenic reading session that gives tangible contour to the contexts of film and literature will be held, the outcome of cooperation between the Festival and the Wiesbaden Literaturhaus and its manager  Matis Hönig. Starting with three scenes from Andrzej Wajdas’ film, “The Possessed“ from 1987, five actors from FACTtheatre under the direction of producer and dramaturge Tonio Kleinknecht, will be reading the appropriate scenes from  Dostojevskij’s novel on stage at the Caligari. This will subsequently be followed by three scenes from Albert Camus’ drama  “The Possessed“  (first performed in 1959). The Wajdas film will then be shown (Saturday, 13th April, starting at 14.00 h).

A profound authority on Dostojevskij is Professor Eugen Drewermann, theologist, psychotherapist and author of the book  “Dass auch der Allerniedrigste mein Bruder sei. Dostojevskij – Dichter der Mensch​lichkeit“.  Eugen Drewermann also has a genuine liking for the medium of film.  Together with the German Dostojewskij Society, goEast is holding a Matinee performance (Sunday 11.00 h) that is to accentuate the aspect of Retrospectives. In his analysis, Drewermann brings together the life and thinking of the deeply religious Russian author with those of his characters, exploring Dostojevskij’s own vision of man and God and its contemporary significance.  Furthermore, he makes many references to the film adaptations.  After the lecture, a German film from 1930/1931 will be shown, “The Murderer Dimitri Karamasoff“  with Fritz Kortner in the main part.  

The German Film Institute – DIF - organizer of goEast, is also involved in the international partnership of Filmarchive.  Last year, the Festival received material hitherto unknown on the conflict of the Caucasus.  Now the deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Malyshev, up until recently Director of Gosfilmfond, and the deputy Head of Archives, Vladimir Dmitriev, will be presenting the documentary  “Flowers of Occupation“ (Russia 2001).  The film deals with the German occupation of the Soviet Union, in particular the Baltic States, Ukraine and White Russia, where the occupiers were often welcomed with open arms.  Using propaganda films, the NS regime attempted to influence the people of the occupied territories. Excerpts from films used to attract foreign workers to Berlin, films on ethnical cleansing campaigns in rural areas, exhumations of victims of Stalin stand face to face with testimonials to the ever-increasing German terror  and the memories of those who can still remember.  goEast is showing this film jointly with Gosfilmofond, Moscow and the Fritz Bauer Institute, Frankfurt.  Time and place: 12th April, 13.30 h at the Caligari.
Last but not least: a very special welcome from Festival to Festival to Moritz de Hadeln, the new manager of the Film Festival of Venice.  He is visiting goEast from the 13th to the 15th April    

The Festival Catalogue is available as from today; in it you will find details on the film contents, with the biographies and bibliographies of the directors. It has been brought out in German and English and counts 112 pages. For 6 € it is directly obtainable at the cinema and at the Festival Center. You will also find the information in Internet under  www.filmfestival-goEast.de. 

Eight video screening locations are at the Festival Center, Villa Clementine.  This is where all the films in the Contest category will be shown, as well as most of the film submissions, the films from the category Highlights and those for the College Program. Professional visitors will thus gain a good idea of today’s film production in Central and Eastern Europe.

Interviews too are possible with the attending directors,  jury members and guests. These should be arranged previously with the Press Office. Full press material and photos on the films can be downloaded from www.filmfestival-goEast.de  but are also obtainable on location.
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